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Sixth Wednesday in Lent
March 20, 2024

Visitors are welcome and encouraged to note their attendance by filling

Prelude out the “Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the
Tower Bells . .

card into the offering plate.
Welcome

Offerings may be placed in the plates at the entrance before or after
worship. Ushers will not pass offering plates between pews.

OPENING HYMN - 548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious

OPENING VERSICLES FOR LENT (Congregation Stands)
P This is the day which the Lord has made;

C let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P From the rising of the sun to its setting,

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

P Returnto the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful.

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

C He was bruised for our iniquities.

o

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C The name of the Lord is to be praised.
All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

READINGS FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
Genesis 3:8-19

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God
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called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and
| was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

14 The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, 17 And to Adam he said,

cursed are you above all livestock

and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

15 | will put enmity between you and the
woman,

and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”

“Because you have listened to the voice of your
wife

and have eaten of the tree

of which | commanded you,

‘You shall not eat of it,

cursed is the ground because of you;

in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life;

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

16 To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
but he shall rule over you.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
1 Peter 5:6-11

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7
casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Romans 16:19-20
19 For your obedience is known to all, so that | rejoice over you, but | want you to be wise as to what is good and
innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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Matthew 16:13-23 (Congregation Stands)

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock |
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

CATECHECISM READING
The Apostles’ Creed — (Inside Back Cover of the Hymnal)
The Explanation of the 2" Article of the Creed

| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, in order that | may be His own, and
live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

SERMON (See insert)

SERMON HYMN — 666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe (Offering brought forward during last verse.)



EVENING PRAYER Congregation Stands

All: 1thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me
this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me
this night. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with

me that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE WEEK

All: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be

governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE NAME OF THE LORD UPON US
P Letusblessthelord. C Thanks be to God.

P The LORD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN — 880 Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow

LENT and HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2024
“| Believe that Jesus Christ is My Lord”

Date Theme Time
Wednesday, March 20 from all sins, from death, 1:00 pm &
(Meal 5:45 pm) and from the power of the devil, 7:00 pm
Thursday, March 28 not with gold or silver, 1:00 pm &
Maundy Thursday but with His holy, precious blood and 7:00 pm
(with Lord’s Supper) with His innocent suffering and death,
Friday, March 29 Jesus’ 7 Last Words on the Cross 1:00 pm &
Good Friday 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 31 in order that | may be His own, 10:00 am
Resurrection Sunday and live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.




