Sermon Notes — Jan 28 - “God’s Will for His Shepherds” Acts 20:28-30; Titus 1:5-9
I. God’s Choice and Action — Acts 20:28-30

Context of Passage

Position of Pastor

-H S has made you s (God’s choice and action)
-0 (episkopos) = E (presbyteros) (God’s choice and action)
-G Church which He obtained with His own b

(God’s choice and action)
Duties of Pastor

and to all the flock (be aware, be cautious,
give heed to)

- Pay careful attention to y

-C for the Church of God = shepherd the Church of God
- God’s flock attached to and follow the Good S

- Spiritual birth and life with God’s W , B and the

- Guard against fierce wolves that want to destroy the flock

-t t (doctrine) draw away the disciples

“twisted” = distort; misinterpret; morally corrupt doctrine

Il. God Works and Chooses Shepherd Through His Church (Titus 1:5-9)
Some Human Elements of God’s Choosing and Action
behind on C

- Paul decided to leave T

- To complete the work of appointing e
- Note elders = overseers in verses 5, 6, 7

in every town

Some Specifics of Shepherd for God’s Local Flock
- What must the man be like? See verses 6-8
- Personal characteristics

- Family life

- Enable the man to care for family and
use/build up His God-pleasing characteristics

- What must the man be able to do?

- Hold f to the trustworthy word as t
- Able to give i ins doctrine
-Abletor those who contradict sound doctrine

- bring to light, expose, dispute
- This is what Paul instructed in Acts 20:28-30

Pray to God to choose and act among us!



Order of Installation for Church Council Members
P: Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done decently and in
order.”

To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various offices to which men
and women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing, the Church follows the example of the
Early Christian Church as described in Acts, chapter six:

The twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle:

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

P: [Name] has been elected to serve as [title of position].

P: You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at Zion Lutheran
Church. You are to work with the pastor, that our life together in Christ may be orderly and pleasing
in His sight.

You are to see that the services of God’s house are held at the proper times, that the Word of God is
purely preached and taught according to the Lutheran Confessions, that the Sacraments of Christ
are administered according to His institution, that provision is made for the Christian instruction of
young and old, that the erring are admonished, and that discipline is maintained.

You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly administered and that
proper support is provided for the workers of this congregation. You are to assist in caring for the
poor and the sick, in cultivating harmony among the members, in promoting the general welfare of
the congregation, and in furthering the kingdom of Christ here and throughout the world.

While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the congregation, it is
especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church, show yourselves, by word and
example, to be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion.

In the presence of God and of this congregation, | therefore ask you: Do you accept the office(s)
entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your duties, trusting in the Lord and
conforming yourself to His Word in accordance with the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If
so, then answer: | do.

Council Members: | do.

P: Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these men and
women whom you have selected to serve as officers of Zion Lutheran Church. Do you promise to
support them in their work, to remember them in your prayers, and to work with them to the best
of the abilities that God has given you, so that He may be glorified and His work be done in our
midst? If so, then answer: We do.

C: We do.

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, | install you as Church Council Members of Zion Lutheran Church in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your offices that you may be
good and faithful stewards to the glory of His name and the good of His people.
C: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants for work among
Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy Spirit, those gifts needed for the
faithful carrying out of their tasks, most especially wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your
blessing rest on this congregation. Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its
members, that Your name may be glorified and that here and in all places under heaven the
kingdom of Your Son may be advanced. We remember with thanksgiving those who have faithfully
served Your people and have now completed their time of service. We pray that in the end of days
we, with all Your faithful people, may hear the voice of Christ saying: “Come, you who are blessed by
My Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

P: Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most merciful God, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

C: Amen.



