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 Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
20-141 County Road X – P.O. Box 37 – Ridgeville Corners, OH 43555 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: zionrco@bright.net 
Education Hour 8:45 AM - Divine Worship 10:00 AM  

Communion First and Third Sundays 
Rev. Dr. Carl Rockrohr, Pastor 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: pastor.zionrco@bright.net 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th, 2023 

1:00 and 7:00 pm 

 

Prelude 
Tower Bells  
 
 
 
Service Notes: 
Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover. It 
culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His 
sacrifice on our behalf.  As such, the service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained joy.  
It consists of four parts:  the Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, the Service of the Word, 
the Service of the Sacrament, and the Stripping of the Altar (7 pm only). 
 

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 
The pastor enters in silence.  Congregations Stands. 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: I will go to the altar of God. 
C: To God, my exceeding joy.  (Psalm 43:4) 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth.  (Psalm 124:8) 
 
Congregation Sits.  Then the following confessional address is read. 
 
P: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, 
and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention 
to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal 
for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, 
as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who 
are troubled because of their sins, humbly confess them, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
 

   Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the “Welcome” side 
(blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into the offering plate near the 
entrance doors. Those taking Communion are asked to fill out the “Communion” 
side (black print) of the card. Completed cards may also be left on the pew seat. 

   Offerings may be placed in the plates at the entrance before or after worship. 
Ushers will not pass offering plates between pews. 
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But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which 
we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our 
benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, 
took upon Himself our sinful nature and the punishment we deserve. 
 
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body 
which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. 
As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
 
In the same way also, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it 
is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking upon Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into 
death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the 
new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My 
blood to drink.” 
 
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise 
of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our 
offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross 
and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord 
on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve 
one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one 
bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one 
the bread is made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of 
Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
 
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish 
this in us.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Congregation Stands 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities, with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; He will 
surely do it. Go in peace.   (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24) 
C: Amen. 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
ALL: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that 
we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption 
may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
Congregations Sits 

Service of the Word 
 

Opening Hymn No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet LSB 444 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
     31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach 
his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading Hebrews 10:15-25 
 
   15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 

16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws on their hearts, 
and write them on their minds,” 

   17 then he adds, 
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
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   18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
   19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near. 
 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 21 
 
   1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the chief 
priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people. 
 
Judas to Betray Jesus 
   3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 4 He went 
away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to them. 5 And they 
were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray 
him to them in the absence of a crowd. 
 
The Passover with the Disciples 
   7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They 
said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, “Behold, when you have 
entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he 
enters 11 and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where 
I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; 
prepare it there.” 13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 
Passover. 
 
Institution of the Lord's Supper 
   14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to 
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks 
he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me 
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is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man 
by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to question one another, which of them it could be 
who was going to do this. 
 
Who Is the Greatest? 
   24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 
And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority 
over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who 
reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as 
the one who serves. 
   28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father 
assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 
   31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I 
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.” 33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 
Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you 
know me.” 
 
Scripture Must Be Fulfilled in Jesus 
   35 And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you 
lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag 
take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I 
tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For 
what is written about me has its fulfillment.” 38 And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” 
And he said to them, “It is enough.” 
 
Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives 
   39 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples 
followed him. 40 And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 
saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be 
done.” 43 And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in 
agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground. 45 And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for 
sorrow, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” 
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Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
   47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, 
was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you 
betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around him saw what would 
follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear 
and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who 
had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When 
I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.” 
 
Peter Denies Jesus 
   54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was 
following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat 
down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light 
and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I 
do not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, 
saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do 
not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster 
crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, 
how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he 
went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Jesus Is Mocked 
   63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64 They 
also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 And they said 
many other things against him, blaspheming him. 
 
Jesus Before the Council 
   66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests 
and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” 
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But 
from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all 
said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, 
“What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 
 
Hymn A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 
 
Sermon “The Lord’s Supper: Covenant and Testament in Jesus’ Precious Blood” 
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Hymn Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
(Congregation stands for hymn, offering brought forward.)  

 
Service of the Sacrament 

(All responses are spoken.) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. On the tree of the cross you gave salvation to mankind 
that, whence death arose, thence life also might rise again in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. 
Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Words of Institution 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
C: (spoken)         Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 
Distribution Continuous Line 
Distribution Hymns My Faith Looks Up to Thee LSB 702 
 How Can I Thank You, Lord LSB 703 
(NOTE: The Pastor will commune the Communion Assistants and then the organist. Then those who 
commune in the pews will be served starting at the back of the church. Not all hymns/verses may be 
needed. Organist will play as needed.
 
Post-Communion Blessing and Responses  (Congregation stands) 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction for Service of the Sacrament  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.    Amen.

For the 1 pm Service the congregation sings the closing hymn 439 and all leave in silence. 
+ + + + + 

 
Stripping of the Altar 

7 pm Service Only 
Immediately following the Benediction, the communion vessels are reverently removed from the 
altar, the altar is stripped of all vestments, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn 
services of Good Friday. The congregation will sing hymn 439 during the Stripping of the Altar. 

 

Closing  Hymn O Dearest, Jesus, What Law Has Thou Broken LSB 439 
 

At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, 
all leave the church in silence. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Topic Time 

Friday, April 7 

Good Friday 

“The Lamb, with the Spirit and the Father, 

Overcomes All for Us”  John 16  

and “The 7 Words from the Cross” 

1:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Resurrection Sunday 

April 9 

“God’s Peace is with Us for the Lamb of 

God Has Conquered”  

(With Holy Communion) 

10:00 am 

Zion Lutheran Church’s Belief and Practice of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord Jesus gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His 

very Body and Blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 

Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all 

sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show 

forth His death until He comes again in glory. 

 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 
 

For further study: Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f., 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34. 


