Sermon Notes (September 11, 2022) — “God is our Shepherd”
I. God is the True Shepherd — Ezekiel 34

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will seek
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been
scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And | will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And |
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of
the country. 14 | will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they
shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and |
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 | will seek the lost, and | will bring
back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat
and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice.... 23 And | will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24 And |, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. | am the LORD; | have spoken.

Il. God wants to rescue every person who would repent, no matter how “bad.” —1Tim 1

Unrepentant, unforgiven — Sins remain

Repentant, forgiven — Sins gone

Repentance is not a human “decision” but a work of the Holy Spirit, to the glory of

God
“...But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom | am the foremost. 16 But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who
were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

. Jesus ministers (shepherds) to all who repent. Luke 15

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”



