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Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover. It 
culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His 
sacrifice on our behalf.  As such, the service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained joy.  
It consists of four parts:  the Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, the Service of the Word, 
the Service of the Sacrament, and the Stripping of the Altar. 
 

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 
Prelude  
Tower Bells 
The pastor enters in silence.  Congregations Stands. 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: I will go to the altar of God. 
C: To God, my exceeding joy.  (Psalm 43:4) 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth.  (Psalm 124:8) 
 
Congregation Sits.  Then the following confessional address is read. 
 
P: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, 
and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention 
to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal 
for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, 
as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who 
are troubled because of their sins, humbly confess them, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
 

Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the 
“Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into 
the offering plate near the entrance doors.  



 

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which 
we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our 
benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, 
took upon Himself our sinful nature and the punishment we deserve. 
 
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body 
which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. 
As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
 
In the same way also, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it 
is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking upon Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into 
death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the 
new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My 
blood to drink.” 
 
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise 
of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our 
offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross 
and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord 
on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve 
one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one 
bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one 
the bread is made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of 
Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
 
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish 
this in us.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Congregation Stands 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities, with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 



 

 
P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C: Yes. 
P: Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; He will 
surely do it. Go in peace.   (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24) 
C: Amen. 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
ALL: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that 
we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption 
may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Congregations Sits 

Service of the Word 
 

Opening Hymn Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
     31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach 
his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” 
 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 



 

New Testament Reading Hebrews 10:15-25 
 
   15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 

16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws on their hearts, 
and write them on their minds,” 

   17 then he adds, 
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

   18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
   19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near. 
 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 22:7-20 
 
   7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They 
said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered 
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11 and 
tell the master of the house, The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 
13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 
   14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, 
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it 
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
“Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 
Hymn Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain (vs 1-3) LSB 435 



 

 
Psalm Reading Psalm 116:12-19 

12 What shall I render to the LORD 
for all his benefits to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the LORD, 
14 I will pay my vows to the LORD 
in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD 
is the death of his saints. 
16 O LORD, I am your servant; 
I am your servant, the son of your 
maidservant. 
You have loosed my bonds.

 
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 
and call on the name of the LORD. 
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD 
in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the LORD!

 
Sermon “The Lord’s Supper: Covenant and Testament in Jesus’ Precious Blood” 
 
Hymn Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain (vs 4) LSB 435 

(Congregation stands for hymn, offering brought forward.)  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
(All responses are spoken.) 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. On the tree of the cross you gave salvation to mankind 
that, whence death arose, thence life also might rise again in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. 
Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Words of Institution 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
C: (spoken)         Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 
Distribution Continuous Line 
Distribution Hymns Jesus, Greatest at the Table (7pm only) LSB 446 
 Your Table I Approach LSB 628 
 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 425 
 
(NOTE: The Pastor will commune the Communion Assistants and then the organist. Then those who 
commune in the pews will be served starting at the back of the church. Not all hymns/verses may be 
needed. Organist will play as needed.
 
Post-Communion Blessing (Congregation stands) 
 
Closing Collect  
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Benediction for Service of the Sacrament  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.    Amen.

For the 1 pm Service the congregation sings the closing hymn 439 vs 1-5, 15 and all leave in silence. 
 

+ + + + + 
 
 



 

Stripping of the Altar 
7 pm Service Only 

 

Immediately following the Benediction, the communion vessels are reverently removed from the 
altar, the altar is stripped of all vestments, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn 
services of Good Friday. 
 

The congregation will sing hymn 439 during the Stripping of the Altar. 
 

Closing  Hymn O Dearest, Jesus, What Law Has Thou Broken 
 vs 1-5, 15 

LSB 439 

 

At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, 
all leave the church in silence. 

 
Acknowledgments - Divine Service from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
Services: 
April 15, Good Friday, 1 and 7 pm 
April 17, Resurrection Sunday, 10 am with Holy Communion (no Adult Bible Class) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church’s Belief and Practice of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as He says, our Lord Jesus gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
His very Body and Blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 
with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 
show forth His death until He comes again in glory. 
 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their 
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 
 

For further study: Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f., 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34. 




