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Sunday, March 20, 2022
The 3" Sunday In Lent

Prelude Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the

Tower Bells “Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into

Welcome the offering plate near the entrance doors. Those taking Communion

Announcements are asked to fill out the “Communion” side (black print) of the card.
Completed cards may also be left on the pew seat.

Opening Hymn Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid LSB 500
Confession and Absolution Divine Service lll  LSB 184

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 85

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2 You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.

3 You withdrew all your wrath;

you turned from your hot anger.

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
5 Will you be angry with us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all
generations?

6 Will you not revive us again,

that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his
saints;

but let them not turn back to folly.

9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear
him,

that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness will go before him

and make his footsteps a way.

Gloria Patri, Kyrie, Salutation and Collect of the Day (sing) LSB 186-189

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: And with thy spirit.

ALL: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast
the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20 (sit)

7 “So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die
in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from his
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way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered
your soul.

10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions
and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11 Say to them,
As | live, declares the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

12 “And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him
when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns
from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13
Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does
injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he
shall die. 14 Again, though | say to the wicked, You shall surely die,” yet if he turns from his sin and does
what is just and right, 15 if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery,
and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16 None of the
sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he
shall surely live.

17 “Yet your people say, The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not just. 18
When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19 And when
the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by this. 20 Yet you
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, | will judge each of you according to his ways.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

1 For | do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate
the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased,
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not
be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up
to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand
fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by
serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these
things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the
end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you
be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that
you may be able to endure it.

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
C: (sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

1 There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed
them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit
on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have come seeking
fruit on this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Nicene Creed (Inside back cover of hymnal)

Children’s Message

Sermon Hymn Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me LSB 722
Sermon
Offering Hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770

(Offering brought forward during last verse)

Prayer of the Zion Lutheran Church
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Almighty God, You order and number our days according to Your wisdom. Give us repentant hearts,
lest we perish with this world of violence and suffering, that we would hold fast to Christ for life and
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but desire that they would turn and
live. Give pastors courage to warn of sin and death. Give all Christians strength to defend that message.
Turn sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, who delivers from all unrighteousness. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.



Heavenly Father, guard Your people against immorality. Grant that our homes would be havens of
godly instruction and chastity, and fill marriages with fidelity and love. Give parents strength and
resources to help and guide their children and grandchildren. Guard and protect all pregnant mothers
and their children. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all, You establish justice not through the desires of sinners but by Your Law, which is for all.
Enlighten the authorities of this and every nation, that they might rule justly for true good. Have mercy
upon those suffering and mourning in the midst of war. Bring peace to our world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, remember Your people who cry to You for mercy in a world where towers fall and sinners
work evil. Deliver those in need of healing and comfort, [especially ,] and strengthen
them to look to You for help in their time of affliction. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to bear good fruit. Receive our
thanks for Your patience, and grant that we would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You led Your people, Israel, through the sea and fed them in the wilderness until You
delivered them to the Promised Land. You also have faithfully enlivened Your people with Christ by
means of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. Receive our thanks for Your kindness to the saints
who now rest from their labors, and sustain us by Your Means of Grace until You deliver us also to
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

Contact Pastor Rockrohr for changes to the prayer list.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface (Sing) LSB 194-195
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  C: Itis meet and right so to do.

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus (Sing) LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: (sing) Amen.

Agnus Dei (sing) LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution Continuous Line

Distribution Hymn Renew Me, O Eternal Light LSB 704
Distribution Hymn Your Table | Approach LSB 628
Distribution Hymn How Firm a Foundation LSB 728

(NOTE: The Pastor will commune the Communion Assistants and then the organist. Then those who
commune in the pews will be served starting at the back of the church. Not all hymns/verses may be
needed. Organist will play as needed.)

Dismissal Blessing
Nunc Dimittis, Thanksgiving, Salutation and Benedicamus (sing) LSB 199-201

C: Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the
Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, C: and His mercy endureth forever.

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: (sing) Amen.

P: The Lord be with you. C: (sing) And with thy spirit.

P: Bless we the Lord. C: (sing) Thanks be to God.



Benediction LSB 202
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: (sing) Amen, amen, amen.

Closing Hymn Have No Fear Little Flock LSB 735
Silent Prayer, Extinguish Candles

Postlude and Depart in His Peace

Acknowledgments. Divine Service Three from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.

Zion Lutheran Prayer adapted from LC-MS One-Year Series Prayers - https://www.lcms.org/worship/one-year-series-prayers

Zion Lutheran Church’s Belief and Practice of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that, as He says, our Lord Jesus gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His
very Body and Blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with
Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth His death until He comes again in glory.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.

For further study: Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f., 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34.




Sermon Notes Disregard “Levels” of Sin — Instead Repent and Be Ready
Luke 13:1-9 (and 12:54-59)

I. No Levels of Punishment in Either Man-Made Disasters and Natural Disasters
A. Roman Governor Pilate killed Galileans while making sacrifice in the

“Are Galilean Jews than Judean Jews?” Jesus was asked.

Why did it happen?

Jesus: “They are not worse, but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.”

B. Jesus, “Do you think people killed by a falling tower are worse than others?”

Jesus: “They are not worse, but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.”

C. All sinners deserve disasters.



Il. Reality of God’s Wrath Against All People

A. 9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;

11 no one understands;

no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

no one does good,

not even one.”.....
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:9-12, 19-20)

B. No person can stand before God on his or her own

lll. Reality of God’s Grace in His Delay to Judge
Why does not God just destroy all sinners ? Because He desires to

Ezekiel 33:10-11: 10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said:
‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How
then can we live?’ 11 Say to them, As | live, declares the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back
from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

God'’s desires not death for the sinner, but that the sinner look to Him for

2 Peter 3:8-10: 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.






