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Worship Note: Face covering must be used at all times except for eating and drinking the Lord’s 
Supper. Thus, the congregation is invited to speak and sing through a face covering. 
 
   Those taking the Lord’s Supper may leave through any door immediately after their table is 
dismissed or return to their pew until the end of the Service of the Sacrament. 
 
   Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover. It 
culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and leads into His 
sacrifice on our behalf.  As such, the service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits a mood of restrained 
joy.  It consists of four parts:  the Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, the Service of the 
Word, the Service of the Sacrament, and the Stripping of the Altar. 
 
  All pews will be used for 7 pm services of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
 

Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 
Prelude  
Tower Bells 
The pastor enters in silence.  Congregations Stands. 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: I will go to the altar of God. 
C: To God, my exceeding joy.  (Psalm 43:4) 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth.  (Psalm 124:8) 
 
Congregation Sits.  Then the following confessional address is read. 
 

Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the 
“Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into 
the offering plate near the entrance doors.  



 

P: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, 
and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our 
intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this 
blessed meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently 
examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the 
special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sins, humbly confess them, and hunger 
and thirst for righteousness. 
 
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from 
which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. 
For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to 
deliver us, took upon Himself our sinful nature and the punishment we deserve. 
 
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body 
which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. 
As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
 
In the same way also, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking upon Myself all your iniquities. I give 
Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and 
establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I 
give you My blood to drink.” 
 
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise 
of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our 
offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross 
and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our 
Lord on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions 
serve one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this 
one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and 
one the bread is made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because 
of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
 
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish 
this in us.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 



 

 
Congregation Stands 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities, with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 
P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P:Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C: Yes. 
P: Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 
P:Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; He 
will surely do it. Go in peace.   (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24) 
C: Amen. 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
ALL: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant 
that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 
redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Congregations Sits 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Opening Hymn A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 
 
1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, 

The guilt of sinners bearing  
And, laden with the sins of earth, 

None else the burden sharing;  

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint,  

To slaughter led without complaint, 

That spotless life to offer,  

He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies, 

The mockery, and yet replies,      
“All this I gladly suffer.” 



 

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, 
The Lamb of God, our Savior, 
Whom God the Father chose to sent 
To gain for us His favor. 
“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said, 
“And free My children from their dread 
Of guilt and condemnation. 
The wrath and stripes are hard to bear, 
But by Your passion they will share 
The fruit of Your salvation.” 
 
3 “Yes, Father, yes, most willingly 
I’ll bear what You command Me. 
My will conforms to Your decree, 
I’ll do what You have asked Me.” 
O wondrous Love, what have You done!

The Father offers up His Son, 
Desiring our salvation. 
O Love, how strong You are to save! 
You lay the One into the grave 
Who built the earth’s foundation. 
 
4 Lord, when Your glory I shall see 
And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure, 
Your blood my royal robe shall be, 
My joy beyond all measure! 
When I appear before Your throne, 

Your righteousness shall be my crown;     
With these I need not hide me. 
And there, in garments richly wrought, 
As Your own bride shall we be brought 
To stand in joy beside You. 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Zion LC no. 10004497 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1-14 
 
     1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' 
houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 
nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you 
shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 
head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your 
belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is 
the LORD'S Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike 
the land of Egypt. 
     14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 
throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 



 

 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
 
     23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 
he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 
     27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some 
have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged 
by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 
     P: This is the Word of the Lord.       C: Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading John 13:1-15, 34-35 
 
     1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing 
you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to 
him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. 
And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why 
he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
     12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said 
to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. 



 

     34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
 
Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 
 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 
 
2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
Adds more luster to the day. 
 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 
By the Cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 

Sermon “And lead us not into temptation.”  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
(Congregation stands. All responses are spoken.) 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P:It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. On the tree of the cross you gave salvation to mankind 
that, whence death arose, thence life also might rise again in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying: 
 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. 
Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Lord’s Prayer (Congregation sings. See insert.) 
Our Father, 

Which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come, 
They will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil, 

For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
C: (spoken)         Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 
Distribution Special Table 
Distribution Hymns Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord   LSB 637 
 Chief of Sinners though I Be LSB 611 
 Lord Jesus, Think on Me LSB 610 
 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 
 
(NOTE: The Pastor will commune the Communion Assistants and then the organist. Then those who 
commune in the pews will be served starting at the back of the church. Not all hymns/verses may be 
needed. Organist will play as needed.) 
 
637 (Both services) 
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 
 
2 He who His saints in this world rules and 
shields, 
To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry 
whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 
 
3 Come forward then with faithful hearts 
sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

 



 

(After singing this hymn, 1 pm service continues on the “1 PM INSERT.” 7 pm service continues with 
the hymns below and following.) 

 
+ + + + + 

611 (7 pm Service only) 
1 (Soloist) Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me. 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lived that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His and He is mine. 
 
2 (Soloist) Oh, the height of Jesus' love, 
Higher than the heav'ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea,Lasting as 
eternity! 
Love that found me--wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 
 
3 (Soloist) Only Jesus can impart 
Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n. 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod.

 
4 (All) Chief of sinners though I be, 
Christ is all in all to me. 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 
5 (All) O my Savior, help afford 
By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die.

+ + + + + 
610 (7 pm Service only) 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 
And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
And make me pure within. 
 
2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be 
And taste Your promised rest. 
 
3 Lord Jesus, think on me 
Amid the battle's strife; 

In all my pain and misery, 
O be my health and life! 
 
4 Lord Jesus, think on me 
Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
Point out Your chosen way. 
 
5 Lord Jesus, think on me 
That, when this life is past, 
I may the eternal brightness see 
And share Your joy at last. 

 
+ + + + + 



 

437 (7 pm Service only) 
 
1 Alas! and did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sov'reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 
 
2 Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
And love beyond degree! 
 
3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty Maker, died 
For his own creatures' sin. 
 
4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 
5 But drops of grief can ne'er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away: 
'Tis all that I can do. 

 
Closing Collect  
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction for Service of the Sacrament  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.    Amen. 

 
Stripping of the Altar 

7 pm Service Only 
 

Immediately following the Benediction, the communion vessels are reverently removed from the 
altar, the altar is stripped of all vestments, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn 
services of Good Friday. 
 

The congregation will sing hymn 439 during the Stripping of the Altar. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

7 pm Service Final Hymn O Dearest Jesus  (vs 1-5) LSB 439 
 
 

1 O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 
That such sharp sent should on Thee be spoken? 
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, 
What dark transgression? 
 
2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 
They crucify Thee. 
 
3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 
Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 
This I do merit. 
 
4 What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander; 
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him, 
Who would not know Him. 

 
5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 
God is committed.

 
 

At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, 
all leave the church in silence. 

 
 
Acknowledgments - Divine Service from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
Lent and Holy Week 2021 

 
6th Petition: And lead us not into temptation. 
 
What does this mean? 
God tempts no one. But we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that 
the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false 
belief, despair, or other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, 
we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 
 
From the Large Catechism, 6th Petition: We have now heard enough about the trouble and 
effort required to retain and persevere in all the gifts for which we pray. This, however, is 
not accomplished without failures and stumbling. Moreover, although we have acquired 
forgiveness and a good conscience, and have been wholly absolved, yet such is life that one 
stands today and falls tomorrow. Therefore, even though at present we are upright and 
stand before God with a good conscience, we must pray again that he will not allow us to fall 
and yield to trials and temptations… 
   This, then, is “leading us not into temptation” when God gives us power and strength to 
resist, even though the tribulation is not removed or ended. For no one can escape 
temptations and allurements as long as we live in the flesh and have the devil prowling 
about us. We cannot help but suffer tribulations, and even be entangled in them, but we 
pray here that we may not fall into them and be overwhelmed by them. (Tappert, The Book 
of Concord). 
 
Sermon 
 
I. Temptation to think we are ____________  on our own. (Luke 22:31-34) 
 
 
II. Temptation to not rely on Jesus’ promise of the  ____________  ____________ . 1 Cor 11 
 
 
III. Love which  ____________ one another helps us. John 13 and Luke 22 
 
 
IV. But Jesus’ love and victory over sin, death and devil is the ____________ of this petition. 
  




