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 Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
20-141 County Road X – P.O. Box 37 – Ridgeville Corners, OH 43555 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: zionrco@bright.net 
Education Hour 8:45 AM - Divine Worship 10:00 AM  

Communion First and Third Sundays 
Rev. Dr. Carl Rockrohr, Pastor 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: pastor.zionrco@bright.net 

 

Sunday, March 21st, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Prelude  
Tower Bells and Welcome 
Announcements 
 
 
Worship Note: Face covering must be used at all times except for eating and drinking the Lord’s 
Supper. Thus, the congregation is invited to speak and sing the parts in bold type through a face 
covering. 
   Those taking the Lord’s Supper may leave through any door immediately after their table is 
dismissed or return to their pew until the end of the Service of the Sacrament. 
 
Opening Hymn Today Your Mercy Calls Us  LSB 915 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
And make us clean today. 
 
2 Today Your gate is open, 
And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father's welcome 
And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
A present joy be giv'n, 
A future grace be promised, 
A glorious crown in heav'n. 

3 Today our Father calls us; 
The Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessed angels gather 
Around the heav'nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
It is our Father's home. 
 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 
O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
When heart and eye run o'er? 
When all things seem against us, 
To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
One ear will hear our prayer. 

 
 

Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the 
“Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into 
the offering plate near the entrance doors. Those taking Communion 
are asked to fill out the “Communion” side (black print) of the card. 
Completed cards may also be left on the pew seat. 
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Confession and Absolution  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

Service of the Word 

1 Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 
against an ungodly people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man 
deliver me! 
2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 
why have you rejected me? 
Why do I go about mourning 
because of the oppression of the enemy? 
3 Send out your light and your truth; 
let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy hill 
and to your dwelling! 
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
to God my exceeding joy, 
and I will praise you with the lyre, 
O God, my God. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
and why are you in turmoil within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
my salvation and my God. 

 
 
 
 

Introit Psalm 43 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
   P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

All: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be 
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1-14 

     1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said 
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
     9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD 
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that 
place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

New Testament Reading Hebrews 9:11-15 

      11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once 
for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling 
of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much 
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more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
     15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 
promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions 
committed under the first covenant. 
    L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 Gospel Reading John 8:42-59 (Congregation Stands) 
   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.  

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
   42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am 
here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is 
because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts 
me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of 
God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 
   48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know 
that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, 
he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets 
died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not 
known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it 
and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they 
picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to Thee, O Christ. 
 

 
  

 
1 Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away the stain. 

Sermon Hymn Not All the Blood of Beasts LSB 431 
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2 But Christ, the heav'nly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 
 
3 My faith would lay its hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 
While as a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

4 My soul looks back to see 
The burden Thou didst bear 
When hanging on the cursed tree; 
I know my guilt was there. 
 
5 Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 
And sing His bleeding love. 

Sermon    “Jesus’ Holy Blood for our Eternal Redemption and Purification of our Conscience” Heb. 9 
 

 
1 We all believe in one true God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in need, 
Praised by all the heav'nly host; 
All He made His love enfolds, 
All creation He upholds. 

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Mary's son, 
Who descended from His throne 
And for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery. 

 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
Who from both in truth proceeds, 
Who sustains and comforts us 
In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessed, holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee! 

Prayer of Zion Lutheran Church 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
To the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by His death brought us to His holy hill and by 
His resurrection justified us in His sight; that He would lead us by the light and truth of His Holy Word 
to vindication in Christ in the face of all the enemies of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 
mercy. 
 
For God’s holy people, cleansed and redeemed by the blood of His Son, that as priests serving under 
the High Priest, our Savior, we may now offer living sacrifices in prayer and good works, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all fathers in the home and church, that our heavenly Father would give them wisdom and 
fortitude; that He would make them faithful in teaching His Word to the children entrusted to their 

Creedal Hymn We All Believe in One True God LSB 953 
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care; and that all little ones would come to know their heavenly Father and live as true children of 
God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Dr. Harrison, our Synod president; Dr. Wilson, our district president; Pastor Scheiwe, our circuit 
visitor; and all pastors in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in need, [especially _____________,] that God would receive our prayers not because of 
our worth, but in His mercy through the intercession of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest; and that 
He would answer our petitions on account of the merits and mediation of His Son, our Savior, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who commune, that God would prepare our hearts and give us faith in the Word of His 
Son, our great High Priest — Mediator of the New Testament in His blood; and that we would thus be 
worthy to eat His body and drink His blood, going in full confidence to the altar of God, to our 
exceeding joy, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word, that we may not be deceived by that liar and murderer the 
devil, but know Your truth and so come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

+     +     + 
 
Please contact Pastor Rockrohr for changes to the prayer list.  
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Remain standing for the hymn and beginning Service of the Sacrament liturgy. Those not staying for 
Holy Communion may quietly exit the church during the following hymn. 
 

 
1 The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
We celebrate with one accord; 
It is our comfort in distress, 
Our heart's sweet joy and happiness. 

2 He blotted out with His own blood 
The judgment that against us stood; 
For us He full atonement made, 
And all our debt He fully paid. 
 

Hymn The Death of Jesus Christ, our Lord (vs 1-3)  LSB 634 
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3 That this forever true shall be 
He gives a solemn guarantee: 

In this His holy Supper here 
We taste His love so sweet, so near. 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
P: The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Almighty God, at Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You 
did not spare Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise 
now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
C: Amen. 
      
The Words of Our Lord for His Holy Supper LSB 209 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: Amen. 
 
C: (Sing. Tune on page 198 of LSB.) O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 
Thy peace. Amen.    (Congregation may be seated.) 
 
Distribution Special Table 
Distribution Hymns  The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord (vs 4-8) LSB 634 
 What Wondrous Love Is This LSB 543 
 Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness LSB 563 
 
(NOTE: The Pastor will commune the Communion Assistants and then the organist. Then those who 
commune in the pews will be served starting at the back of the church. Not all hymns/verses may be 
needed. Organist will play as needed.) 
 
634 (vs 4-8)
4 (Soloist) His Word proclaims and we believe 
That in this Supper we receive 
His very body, as He said, 
His very blood for sinners shed. 
 
5 (Soloist) We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 

And trust this word where life begins; 
"Given and shed for all your sins." 
 
6 (Soloist) They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find-- 
May we this warning keep in mind! 
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7 (All) But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain.  
  

8 (All) Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

+ + + + +  
543   
1 What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my 
soul,  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
sinking down,  
When I was sinking down, sinking down,  
When I was sinking down  
Beneath God's righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my 
soul,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.  

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;  
To God and to the Lamb,  
Who is the great I AM. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will 
sing.  
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
 
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll 
sing on;  
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.  
And when from death I'm free,  
I'll sing His love for me,  
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

+ + + + + 
563 
1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 
2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;   
Fully absolved through these I am 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 
3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 
Which at the mercy seat of God 
Pleads for the captives' liberty, 
Was also shed in love for me. 

4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 
Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 
For all a full atonement made. 
 
5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 
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Nunc Dimittus (After the Pastor has put communion items away, he will lead the congregation in 
singing the Nunc Dimittis. Tune on page 199.) 
 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 
Thy salvation, which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.   
 
Closing Collect  
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction for Service of the Sacrament  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.    Amen.  

1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 
Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
Whose favors are divine. 
 
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 
Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die! 
 
3 'Tis He forgives thy sins; 
'Tis He relieves thy pain; 
'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
And makes thee young again. 

4 He crowns thy life with love 
When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sov'reign pow'r to save. 
 
5 He fills the poor with good; 
He gives the suff'rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
And justice for th'oppressed. 
 
6 His wondrous works and ways 
He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
By His beloved Son. 

 
Silent Prayer, Extinguish Candles 
Postlude and Depart in His Peace            
 

Closing Hymn  LSB 814 
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Sermon Notes – “Jesus’ Holy Blood for our Eternal Redemption and Purification of our Conscience”  
 
A. Old Testament sacrifices 
 
_____________ to Jesus’  
sacrifice. 
 
 
B. Animal sacrifices were 
burned  
 
at the ____________ altar. 
 
 
C. Animal blood was sprinkled 
at the Altar of Incense and at the ____________ of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies on the Day of  
 
____________ .  
 

      11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once 
for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling 
of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion Lutheran Church’s Belief and Practice of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as He says, our Lord Jesus gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
His very Body and Blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 
with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 
show forth His death until He comes again in glory. 
 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily do so to their 
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 
 

For further study: Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f., 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:17-34. 
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