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 Zion Lutheran Church – LCMS 
20-141 County Road X – P.O. Box 37 – Ridgeville Corners, OH 43555 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: zionrco@bright.net 
Education Hour 8:45 AM - Divine Worship 10:00 AM  

Communion First and Third Sundays 
Rev. Dr. Carl Rockrohr, Pastor 

Phone: (419)267-3429 Email: pastor.zionrco@bright.net 

 

Sunday, December 27th, 2020 

1st Sunday after Christmas 

 

Prelude  
Tower Bells 
Welcome 
Announcements and 
 
Worship Notes: Face covering must be used at all times. The congregation is invited to speak and sing 
the parts in bold type through a face covering. 
 
Opening Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! (Refrain) 
 
3 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. (Refrain) 

 
Invocation, Confession and Absolution (Stand) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord  C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
 

Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the 
“Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into 
the offering plate near the entrance doors.  
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P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you of all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 89:1-8 

1 I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, 
forever; 
with my mouth I will make known your 
faithfulness to all generations. 
2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up 
forever; 
in the heavens you will establish your 
faithfulness.” 
3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with 
my chosen one; 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 
and build your throne for all generations.’” 

5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O 
LORD, 
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy 
ones! 
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the 
LORD? 
Who among the heavenly beings is like the 
LORD, 
7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of 
the holy ones, 
and awesome above all who are around him? 
8 O LORD God of hosts, 
who is mighty as you are, O LORD, 
with your faithfulness all around you?

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

All: O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your 
Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who 
made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1-5 (Congregation sits) 

1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Reading Galatians 4:1-7 

   1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same 
way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40  (Stand) 
 
   22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who 
first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 
said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit 
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom 
of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
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   29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
   according to your word; 
   30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
   31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
   32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
   and for glory to your people Israel.” 
   33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 
from many hearts may be revealed.” 
   36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then 
as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 
prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 
of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
   39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 
And the favor of God was upon him. 

 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
 

 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King: 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love. 

 
 

Sermon Hymn Joy to the World  LSB 387 
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Sermon “Waiting for the Consolation of Israel… Waiting for the Redemption of Jerusalem” Luke 2 
 
Apostles’ Creed (Congregation stands) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
   of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
   He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
   From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Zion Lutheran Church 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
Brief silence 
 
Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your Son, born of a woman, born under the 
Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call to You 
in His name. Give us grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named, bless the families of all Christians 
with Your promises. Give parents diligence and delight in their work, and grant Your favor on all 
children, that they may grow in strength and wisdom. Bless all widows, orphans and broken families 
also with Your mercy, and give them joy in the redemption You have won for us in Christ. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O worthy Judge, from You proceeds the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Give wisdom to those who make, administer and judge our laws, 
that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according to Your good pleasure, for the benefit of our 
people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Father, thank You for all whom You provide to care for our earthly needs. We ask You to 
guard and protect them from harm and danger. We remember before You: doctors and nurses; 
firefighters and policemen; transportation and emergency workers; food producers and retail 
workers; teachers and counselors; and all military personnel, their families and their chaplains. Lord, 
in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from loneliness. Comfort them with the sure 
and certain knowledge that they will never be forsaken by You. Give them family and friends within 
the household of faith with whom they can find loving companionship. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers [_____________]. 
Surround them with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort all 
those who mourn [especially _____________] and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the 
resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

+     +     + 
 
Please contact Pastor Rockrohr for changes to the prayer list. 
 
Martin Luther’s Morning Prayer  
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  O Lord, hear my prayer.             And let my cry come to You. 
  Let us bless the Lord.                  Thanks be to God. 
    
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.    Amen.   
  
 

 
1 Let us all with gladsome voice 
Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
His own Son hath given. 
 
2 To this vale of tears He comes, 
Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav'ns fair homes 
We may reign in gladness. 
 

3 We are rich, for He was poor; 
Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 
 
4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 
Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. 
Amen, Jesus, hear us.

Silent Prayer, Extinguish Candles 

Closing Hymn Let Us All with Gladsome Voice LSB 390 



7 

Postlude 
Depart in His Peace            
Acknowledgments. Divine Service Four from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  
Zion Lutheran Prayer adapted from LC-MS One-Year Series Prayers - https://www.lcms.org/worship/one-year-series-prayers 
 
 
 
Sermon Notes:  
“Waiting for the Consolation of Israel… Waiting for the Redemption of Jerusalem” Luke 2 
 
I. Waiting… is the wait over, or not? 
 
     a. Simeon’s message 
          - waiting for…. 
 
 
          - Faith believes the promised _______________  and is comforted even if not all visible today, 
because it is the reality. 
 
     b. Anna’s message 
         - waiting for…. 
 
 
         - Faith believes the promised _______________  and rejoices even if not all visible today, because 
it is the reality.    
 
II. Waiting in faith 
         - God the Father truly cares and is solving all problems because He 
 

  __________     __________     __________      __________      __________ 
 
         - “She began to give __________ to God and to __________  of him to all who were waiting…. 


