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Sunday, September 13t 2020
15" Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude Visitors are encouraged to note their attendance by filling out the
Tower Bells and Welcome | “Welcome” side (blue print) of the pew cards and putting the card into
Announcements the offering plate near the entrance doors.

Worship Notes: Face covering must be used at all times. The congregation is invited to speak and sing
the parts in bold type through a face covering.

Opening Hymn Thee Will | Love, My Strength, My Tower (vs 1-3) LSB 694
1 Thee will I love, my strength, my 2 Thee will I love, my life, my Savior,
tower; Who art my best and truest friend.
Thee will I love, my hope, my joy. Thee will I love and praise forever,
Thee will I love with all my power, For never shall Thy kindness end.

With ardor time shall ne'er destroy. Thee will I love with all my heart--
Thee will I love, O Light Divine, Thou my Redeemer art

So long as life is mine.

3 I thank Thee, Jesus, Sun from heaven,
Whose radiance hath brought light to me;
I thank Thee, who hast richly given

All that could make me glad and free;

I thank Thee that my soul is healed

By what Thy lips revealed.

Confession and Absolution (Congregation Stands)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father,



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake He forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 103:1-13

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me,

bless his holy name!

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits,

3 who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,

4 who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and
mercy,

5 who satisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

6 The LORD works righteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

8 The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.

9 He will not always chide,

nor will he keep his anger forever.

10 He does not deal with us according to our
sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11 For as high as the heavens are above the
earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those
who fear him;

12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far does he remove our transgressions
from us.

13 As a father shows compassion to his
children,

so the LORD shows compassion to those who
fear him.

All: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your
Church, especially in time of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.



Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21 (Congregation sits)

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”” And now, please forgive
the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18
His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are
today. 21 So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading Romans 14:1-12

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 One person
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who
eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who
eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him
stand.

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor
of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one
who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.
So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Reading Matthew 18:21-35 (Congregation Stands)

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “l do not say to you seven times, but seventy-
seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and
| will pay you.” 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Congregation sits)

Sermon Hymn Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying LSB 826
1 Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, Loud and long the Master calleth;
"Who will go and work today? Rich reward He offers thee.
Fields are white and harvests waiting-- Who will answer, gladly saying,
Who will bear the sheaves away?" "Here am |, send me, send me"?



2 If you cannot speak like angels, 3 If you cannot be a watchman,

If you cannot preach like Paul, Standing high on Zion's wall,

You can tell the love of Jesus, Pointing out the path to heaven,

You can say He died for all. Off'ring life and peace to all,

If you cannot rouse the wicked With your prayers and with your bounties
With the judgment's dread alarms, You can do what God commands;

You can lead the little children You can be like faithful Aaron,

To the Savior's waiting arms. Holding up the prophet's hands.

4 Let none hear you idly saying,
“There is nothing | can do,"
While the multitudes are dying
And the Master calls for you.
Take the task He gives you gladly,
Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when He calleth,
"Here am |, send me, send me!"

Sermon Guest Preacher — Reverend Chad Hoover

Prayer of Zion Lutheran Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence

Almighty God, as once You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his suffering in Egypt,
deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn patience in trials. Teach us to be slow to judge, quick to
forgive, and steadfast in love for You and for one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, You have shown great compassion to us; teach us to show such compassion to others,
that we may welcome the stranger, love our neighbor in need, and be attentive to those new to the
faith or vulnerable to temptation. Help us to serve the refugee seeking safety, and give us
opportunity to share Your gifts with those who live in poverty and want. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Gracious God, bless those who preach and teach Your Word, and give the hearers willing ears to hear
and willing hearts to learn the Scriptures well. Bless those now training to be pastors and church
workers. Grant to all the baptized the aid of Your Holy Spirit so that, receiving Your Gospel with joy,
we may share it freely with those outside the household of faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Mighty God, give wisdom and courage to our elected and appointed leaders, that they may pursue
justice, seek peace and protect life from its natural beginning to its natural end. Bring an end to the
5



threats of terror and violence among the peoples, and open all nations to the voice of Your Word.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Eternal Provider, we thank you for watching over us in this life with gifts of fellow citizens who serve
us in many ways. We ask you to watch over, guard, and give strength to those who serve us as
emergency workers, firefighters, law-enforcement, military personnel, utility workers, medical
persons, teachers, counselors, food producers and retail workers. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Blessed Father, You know our weakness of body and soul. Give to the troubled in mind Your peace,
to the suffering relief, to the sick healing, to the grieving comfort and deliver the dying into
everlasting life. Hear us especially for and also for those named in our hearts. [Brief
silence] Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty and everlasting God, deliver us from temptation and the powers of evil, that we may be
faithful unto death and receive from Your hand the crown of everlasting life. Whether we live or
die, we belong to You, and we pray You to comfort us with this promise.; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. Amen.

Collect for God’s Grace and Protection for the Day

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction for the Service of the Word

O Lord, hear my prayer. And let my cry come to You.
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

Closing Hymn Thee Will | Love, My Strength, My Tower (vs 4-5) LSB 694
And keep me on the narrow way.
4 O keep me watchful, then, and humble; Fill all my nature with Thy light,
Permit me nevermore to stray. O Radiance strong and bright!

Uphold me when my feet would stumble,



5 Thee will | love, my crown of gladness; And not for hope of high reward,
Thee will | love, my God and Lord, For Thine own sake, O Light divine,
Amid the darkest depths of sadness, So long as life is mine.

Silent Prayer, Extinguish Candles
Postlude
Depart in His Peace

Acknowledgments. Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Zion Lutheran Prayer adapted from LC-MS Three-Year Series Prayers - https://www.lcms.org/worship/three-year-series-prayers



