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Order of Teaching and Prayers for Sunday, May 24, 2020 

Zion Lutheran Church, Ridgeville Corners, Ohio 

 

This Order of Teaching and Prayers (adapted from Divine Service I) is part of Zion Lutheran’s 

ministry during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic and “Stay at Home” orders in the state of 
Ohio. Orders for festival days and Sundays will continue to be made available as long as 

normal worship opportunities are not available. I will post audio recordings of these orders on 

the appointed day on www.zionrco.org.  You are invited to listen and pray with me and my wife 

at that time, or any time after. Thank you to Zion’s musicians and choir for the music on these 

recordings! Pastor Carl Rockrohr 
 

The teaching for this week continues with the sermon series “God’s and His People” started at 

Zion Lutheran on January 26th. This week we consider God’s test of Abraham in the sacrifice of 

his son, Isaac as recorded in Genesis 22:1-18. Next week the topic will be “The Holy Spirit 

Builds the Church” 1 Corinthians 12:1-20. 
 

Prelude  God Bless Our Native Land 

 

Invocation and Opening Verses  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We just deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

  

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

Scripture Reading  Genesis 22:1-18 ESV 

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
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you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 

men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went 

to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 

the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and 

the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. 

So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And 

he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for 

a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, 

my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 

laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 

Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of 

the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 

fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 

horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this 

day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

 

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By 

myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 

stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate 

of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 

have obeyed my voice.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Reading Hebrews 11:17-19 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the 

dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading Matthew 20:20-28 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before 

him she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, 

“Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 

kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
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cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink 

my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at 

the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so 
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 

would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise be to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

   of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

   He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  

   He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

   From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Teaching  

Genesis 22:7-8 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 

son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they 

went both of them together. 

 

Matthew 20:26-28 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 

be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our Rock and our Redeemer. 

 
God’s testing of Abraham’s faith by directing Abraham to kill and sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 

challenges our understanding of faith in and obedience to God as much as any narrative in the 

Bible. After the great flood, God told Noah and his family that it was forbidden to kill people. 

(Genesis 9:5-6) Moreover, Isaac was the very son through whom God had promised that 

Abraham would have many descendants and would be a blessing to all nations. Everything in 
normal human reason and laws would judge this direction from God as wrong to follow. 

 

Even Isaac himself was wondering what kind of sacrifice this was going to be, they had no lamb 

for the sacrifice. Abraham answered, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
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offering, my son.” The depth of faith, obedience and anguish in Abraham at that time is hard to 

imagine, at that point, when he had to answer his son. 

 

Sacrifice of one’s own life for another is not uncommon in human history. Everyday duties of 

law-enforcement officers, firefighters, rescue crews and military persons require readiness to die 
in carrying out their responsibilities – often of which is to save other humans. St Paul noted: 

 

7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die—  (Romans 5:7) 

 
We thank God for fellow citizens willing to give up their own lives to save others. Memorial 

Weekend in the United States is a time for reflection and giving thanks and honor for those who 

have died in the defense of our nation. As St Paul said, the men and women who died for the 

sake of their country did so because they believed something was good in doing so. In their 

minds and hearts they believed something was good enough to die for. Perhaps they thought 
their country was worth dying for; or perhaps their families back home was the reason for their 

self- sacrifice; or perhaps they believed the cause of the fight was good; or perhaps defending 

their fellow soldiers in the fight was worth their own death… or perhaps a combination of these 

reasons or other reasons. Believing something other than myself is so valuable that I would die 
on its behalf, this is an honorable death. Throughout human history such a death is honored. 

 

Abraham’s test from God to sacrifice his son Isaac had the big question mark – what did 

Abraham value and trust? Did Abraham trust and believe in God above all other things? God 

had not given the Ten Commandments yet, which say “You shall have no other gods before 
me.” (Exodus 20:3) And Jesus taught the greatest commandment was  

 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength. (Mark 12:28-30) 
 

But Abraham had not heard these specific teachings of God’s Word. Abraham lived about 500 

years before Moses and 2000 years before Jesus. Yet Abraham trusted in the Lord God above all 

things, even more than his own son. Abraham “considered that God was able even to raise him 

from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” (Hebrews 11:19) 
Through his faith in God, Abraham truly did become the father of many nations by God’s 

promise and power. 

 

Yet even more noble, wonderful and amazing is God’s love for us in His Son, Jesus Christ. St. 

Paul completes the thought in Romans chapter 5, 
 

7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 

much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 
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enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

(Romans 5:7-11) 

 
Jesus Christ died for all humanity, for you and me, while we were in sins. Jesus did not die for 

good people. Scripture says that all people have turned away from God. Sinful human nature is 

not inclined to God, but rejects Him. (Romans 3:9-18) 

 

When Jesus said on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,” (Matthew 
23:34) He forgave and absolved those who had tortured and crucified Him; those who had 

schemed against Him; those who had abandoned Him; those who had betrayed Him. Jesus loved 

and wanted to save those who hated Him at that very moment, and indeed, throughout all 

history. 

 
When God the Father sent His only Son to die for the world, it was not that humanity was good 

before God and worth saving. We all deserved punishment, and even daily we sin! But God has 

loved you and me so much that His Son was a sacrifice death for us. God wants us to trust in 

Him, that He will guide us, take care of us, and protect us. 
 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 

him graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 

 

Please pray with me: Dear Lord Jesus, I need Your forgiveness. You died a sacrifice death for 
me. You rose for me and now reign ascended at the right hand of the Father for me. Give me 

faith, courage and great love for fellow humans that I will not only believe in you, but also love 

others in Your name. Help me to firmly believe that You hold all things in Your hands. Amen. 

 

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn  The Church’s One Foundation  Lutheran Service Book 644 (Public Domain) 

 

1 The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation 

By water and the Word. 

From heav'n He came and sought her 

To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 

And for her life He died. 

 

 

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: 

One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 

With ev'ry grace endued. 
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3 Though with a scornful wonder 

The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 

 

4 Through toil and tribulation 

And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation 

Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 

Shall be the Church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union 
With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav'nly chorus! 

Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 

May see You face to face. 

 

Prayers 
Guard Your people, O Lord, and grant us unity of faith and singleness of heart as we come to 

You in prayer.   Brief silence 

 

Lord, You have delivered the saints from fiery trial and raised up the martyr from the darkness 

of death to everlasting life. Give us courage, that we may give bold witness to the truth in our 
own day and proclaim Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Lord, You have pledged to us Your Spirit and promised to supply Your Church with pastors 

who will preach and teach Your Word. Give us ears to hear and hearts to believe Your Word. 
Raise up those who will serve Your Church in generations to come, that we may never be 

without the aid of those to serve us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, You have power over all things and appoint an order on earth for the protection of the 

weak, the punishment of evildoers and the encouragement of virtue. Bless our president; our 
governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws. Give them wisdom for the 

challenges of our times, and preserve them from self-serving concerns. Give us grace, that we 

may honor the gift of liberty and be good citizens and neighbors to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, You provide for our needs every day. Thank you for all fellow citizens who serve us in 

times of need, trouble and we ask You protect and guide them and their families. We bring 

before you, firefighters, law enforcement, emergency workers, military personnel, doctors, 

nurses, teachers, counselors, food producers, retail and transportation workers. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord, You have given all citizens of the United States of America countless blessing through our 

nation. Thank you for Your provisions! On this Memorial Day weekend, we especially thank 

You for our citizens who throughout our nation’s history have given their lives in defense and 

support of the country. We ask You to give unity and oneness of purpose to all of us in this land, 
that Your divine wisdom, justice and mercy may be a pattern for our nation’s rulers and citizens. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.   

 

Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer. Give grace to the sick, to those with mental 

illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve. Hear us especially for 
_____________ and those we name in our hearts before You. Grant them patience in their 

afflictions, and deliver them according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

(In Zion Lutheran’s prayers: Margaret; Norma; Lillian; Carolyn; Charlotte; Henry; 
Lincoln; Isaac; Julie; Loretta; Cathie; Karlyn; Mark; Dan; Kathy; Shirley; David; 

Carlton; daughter of Julie; Bill; Jason and Pastor Berlin.)  

 

Lord, You are the source of all wisdom and knowledge. Bless those who teach, those who learn 
and especially those who graduate this year. Be the hope of those whose plans have been 

disappointed, and grant that all graduates would find good employment or further education. 

Guide them in the pursuit of Your Word and truth, to live honorable lives in worthy vocations, 

that in all things You may be glorified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, we rejoice in the Savior’s promise to guard the people who wear Your name by 

Baptism and faith. Until we are with You in Your presence forevermore, guard us against 

the devil who prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking those whom he might devour. Grant 

us the power to resist him and trust in You without fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 

And let my cry come to You. 
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with us all. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn God Bless Our Native Land Lutheran Service Book  965 (Public Domain) 

 

1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save 

By Thy great might. 
 

2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 
On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To Thee aloud we cry: 

God save the state!

You are invited to listen to hymns and use other resources at “Resources” www.zionrco.org. 
Order of Prayer adapted from “Matins,” Lutheran Service Book, Concordia Publishing House. Prayer adapted from LC-MS 

Three-Year Series Prayers for May 24, 2020. https://www.lcms.org/worship/three-year-series-prayers 
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